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ENGLISH TESTS FOR POST SECONDARY* 

 
English facility requirements differ from university to university. Different institutions 
use different assessments for different programs. Please check with the institution for 
information on which test they use and how they use it.  
 
It is highly recommended that students: 

o Contact the Admissions at the selected university, or check their Web site prior to 
registering for the test  

o Start this process early (some testing sites fill up quickly) 
 
Who requires the English test for post-secondary? 
 
At the University of Toronto, proof of adequate English facility if required for anyone 
except for those: 

o whose language (i.e., the language learned at home as a child) is English, or 
o who have achieved satisfactory academic progress in at least four years of full-

time study in an English-language school system located in a country where the 
dominant language is English 

o whose first language is French and who have achieved satisfactory academic 
progress in at least four years of full-time study in Canada 

 
Since this list of requirements may be different for different universities, check the 
requirements with the institution of your choice. 
 
LIST OF ACCEPTABLE TESTS 
 
This list may vary from university to university. Some commonly acceptable tests are: 
 

o TOEFL  – Test of English as a Second Language  
(www.toefl.org ; e-mail: toefl@ets.org) 

o MELAB - Michigan English Language Assessment Battery 
http://www.library.utoronto.ca/melab/index.html or 
http://141.211.177.75/eli/testing/melab/ 

o IELTS   – International English Language Testing System 
http://www.ielts.org/ 

o CAEL   – Canadian Academic English Language Assessment 
http://www.cael.ca/taker/who.shtml 

o COPE   – Evaluations and Language Resources Distribution Agency 
http://www.copetest.com/ 

 
Who accepts the TOEFL? 
For the list of institutions: 
http://www.ets.org/Media/Tests/TOEFL/pdf/toefl-tse_inst_list.pdf 
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Who accepts MELAB? 
 

Who accepts 
MELAB Jan 2007.pdf.

 

Who accepts IELTS? 

IELTS is accepted by most Australian, British, Canadian and New Zealand academic 
institutions and increasingly by American ones as well. The list of organizations across 
the world which recognize IELTS: 
http://www.ielts.org/recognition.cfm 

 Who accepts the CAEL? 

• Algoma University College  

• Algonquin College  

• Bond International College  

• Brock University  

• Carleton University  

• Centennial College  

• College of Veterinarians of Ontario  

• Conestoga College Institute of Technology and Advanced Learning  

• Durham College  

• Fleming College  

• George Brown College  

• Humber Institute of Technology and Advanced Learning  

• Kemptville College  

• Lakehead University  

• Laurentian University  

• Loyalist College  

• McMaster University  

• Niagara College  

• Nipissing University  

• Queen's University 

• Renison College  

• Ridgetown College  

• Ryerson University  

• St. Jerome's University  

• St. Lawrence College  

• Sault College of Applied Arts  
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• Seneca College of Applied Arts and Technology  

• Trent University  

• University of Guelph  

• University of Guelph-Humber  

• University of Ontario Institute of Technology (UOIT)  

• University of Ottawa  

• University of Sudbury  

• University of Toronto  

• University of Trinity College  

• University of Waterloo  

• University of Western Ontario  

• University of Windsor  

• Victoria University  

• Wilfrid Laurier University  

 

Who accepts COPE?  

COPE, TOP & TOW  are accepted by the U of T at both  graduate and undergraduate levels, and 
at some Woodsworth College Certificate programs. TOW results can be used to replace  TOEFL 
Writing scores in some cases. TOP and TOW is also accepted by OISE/UT and Woodsworth 
College in teacher training programs.  

*some of this info can also be accessed via St. Francis Xavier school web site www.stfxss.org – guidance – ESL 

 


