
 

                Welcome Back- Message from the Principal 
As the newly appointed Principal at Father Francis McSpiritt School, I am especially 
honoured to be welcoming everyone to the start of a new and exciting year of learning and 
growing together.  
Throughout the summer, Father Francis McSpiritt Staff has been working hard to ensure that 
the classrooms and the school are ready to offer a warm, inviting, safe  learning environment 
for the students to return to.  
In collaboration  with Father Papais and the St. Patrick Parish, the home, Trustee Anderson, 
and our community partners, Father Francis McSpiritt  staff  will  provide a range of learning 
opportunities designed to enhance the spiritual, academic, social /emotional and physical 
development of our students.  To further support the development of  Safe, Caring & Inclusive 
School Communities, ongoing implementation of the boardwide ôVirtuesõ  Character Formation 
Program will continue to be a school wide focus. Together, our efforts to ôPut Our Children 
Firstõ and to foster and maintain a ôTradition of Excellence in Catholic Educationõ, will 
continue to assist our children towards becoming  the best that they can be. 
I t is with heartfelt anticipation and enthusiasm that I  look forward to greeting and 
welcoming you to our school  and meeting with you at our Curriculum Night Barbecue on 
September 30, 2009.  Hope to see you there. 
K. DiPasquale 
Principal 

Prayer for the 2009 ð 2010 School Year 
 
 
 

          The School & Home 
 

 

 

 
I dreamt I stood in a studio and watched two sculptors there. 

The clay they used was a young childõs mind and they fashioned it with care. 
One was a teacher- the tools used were, faith, books, music and art. 
The other a parent, working with a guiding hand and a gentle heart. 
Day after day the teacher toiled with touch that was skilled and sure. 

While the parent laboured by the teacherõs side, guiding and encouraging too. 
And when at last their task was done they were proud of what they wrought. 
For the things they had moulded into the child could neither be sold or bought. 

And each agreed they would have failed if either had worked alone. 
For behind the parent, stood the school and behind the teacher the home. 

May God Bless our collaborative efforts to encourage our students/children to learn and grow 
as we begin the 2009-2010 School Year together.   

 

Amen 
(adapted- author unknown) 
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2009 ð 2010 
Father Francis McSpiritt School 

Staff 
   D. Sisti ïSK (a.m. /  p.m.)  

E. De Pasqua-  JK (a.m.) 

D. Dias ïJK/SK (a.m. / p.m.)  

P. Alaimo ï Gr 1 

R. Sherwood-Masters ïGr 1 

P. Moore  ï Gr 2 

L. Harris  ï Gr 2 

D. Pritchardï Gr 3 

C. Pereira ï Gr 2/3 

E. Musielak-Moralesï Gr 3/4 

   T. Rose ï Gr 4 

A. Barbosa ï Gr 5 

L. Martino ï Gr 5/6 

M. Paun - Grade 6/7 

R. Orofiamma ï Gr7/8 

J. Peltier ï Gr 8 

M. Vitale- Librarian 

A. Stephens ï ESL/SERT 

J. Dawdychuk - SERT 

J. OôNeill  ï ERW 

N. Ramirez ï FSL Teacher 

N. Lowther- FSL Teacher 

M. Azzopardi- Planning Time  

   A. Helps - Psychology 

T. Gomes-Romano - Social      

Work  

H. Lowe - CYW 

E. Robertson ï Custodian 

F. Gonzales ï Custodian 

A. Kiernan ï Custodian 

K. Walsh ï Head Secretary 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

School Hours 
 8:30 - Supervision in Yard 

  8:45 - Morning Bell  

11:15 - Kindergarten Dismissal 

11:45 - Lunch 

12:05 - Lunch Recess 

12:45 - Afternoon Bell 

  3:15 - Dismissal 

 

School Organization of Classes 
Each September, as a result of 
families moving in and out of 
our school community, staffing 
and class organization is 
reviewed to determine if a 
reassignment of students to a 
different class is required.  In 
the event change is necessary, 
parents of students directly 
impacted upon, can expect to 
receive communication by 
September 18, 2009 to  inform 
them of a change.  
 

Welcome Back 
A very special welcome back to:  
-Mrs. Barbosa,  
-Settlement Worker Zaineb Al-
hindaw who will be in the 
school on Fridays (please check 
in at the office to see her) and,  
-the Lionôs Bus staff who will 
be at our school site on 
Mondays, in the Lionôs Bus, 
parked at the West Side of the 
school.  
We hope you will continue to 
take advantage of the wonderful  
services that the Settlement 
Worker and the Lionôs Bus Staff 
has to offer.  
 

A Warm Welcome 
We are pleased to be welcoming 
into Father Francis McSpiritt a 
number of new staff members. 
In addition, a special welcome 
is extended to Principal Sharon 
Goodland and the New Start 
Class & staff, who have 
transitioned to Father Francis 
McSpiritt as their newly 
assigned school community.  
We trust you will join us in 
extending a very warm welcome 
to our new community 
members.  
 

Good bye and Best Wishes 
A special thanks to  Mr. 
DiCenso and Ms. Lambe for 
their many contributions to our 
school. We wish them all the 
best as they leave our school to 
to take on their new roles & 
responsibilities.  
 

School Newsletter 
The school 
newsletter is one 
of many forms of 

communication 
between the home 

and school  to keep you 
informed and involved in our 
school.  The newsletter will be 
distributed monthly, unless 
otherwise indicated. In addition, 
the newsletter  will be posted to 
the school website 
www.dpcdsb.org/MCSPI 
We thank Mrs. Stephens for the 
incredible work she does to 
keep our website a welcoming, 
informative site to visit. 
  

Student 
Agendas 

Student Agendas have been 
purchased and will be 
distributed to students in grades 
K-8 at a cost of  $5.00 per 
agenda.  
In addition to fostering the 
development of time 
management and organizational 
skills, the agenda serves as a 
valuable communication tool 
between the home and school. 
Parents/guardians are 
encouraged to review the 
contents of the agenda with their 
child(ren) and to follow-up 
daily, to support the 
development of positive work 
habits.  In the event of loss, 
additional agendas may be 
purchased at cost. 
 

Student Handbook 
In addition to the Student 
Agenda, families can expect to 
receive a Student Handbook. 
The Student Handbook was 
designed to highlight school 
policy and procedures intended 
to foster positive, productive 
safe interactions and learning.  
In support of the continued 
reinforcement of positive 
interactions and work habits, 
parent/guardian(s) are 
encouraged to read and discuss 
the Student Handbook with 
their child(ren). 



Supporting a Safe, Caring, 
Inclusive School Community 

In support of a Safe, Caring, 

Inclusive School Community 

and in an effort to ensure that 

students are aware and have a 

clear understanding of the 

school rules,   administrative 

staff, in conjunction with the  

classroom teacher, will be 

reviewing the contents of the 

Student Agenda & Student 

Handbook (as appropriate) with 

the students at the beginning of, 

and throughout the school year. 

The expectations highlighted in 

the Student Agenda & 

Handbook will  continue to 

guide and celebrate our school 

community efforts to welcome 

& treat one another, staff and 

school visitors respectfully. 

 
Yard Supervision of Students 

Please noteï Morning yard 
supervision begins at 8:30 a.m.  
In the interest of  safety for your 
child,  please do not drop your 
child off before the   8:30 a.m. 
supervision start  time and 
please be prompt for dismisal at 
3:15 p.m.  
 
 
            Safe Arrival 

 
 
 
 

Student Verification   
                   Program 
The Safe Arrival Program has 

been implemented to ensure that 

your child(ren) arrives safely at 

school.  

In the event that your child will 

not be attending school, please 

use the 24 hour phone line to 

call in an absence. When we do 

not receive a call and there is an 

unexplained student absence, 

staff will make a reasonable 

effort to contact parent/guardian 

through the telephone contact 

numbers provided.   

Parents share in the  

responsibility for their  childôs 

safe arrival by  ensuring that the  

school has complete and up-to-

date (contact) information on 

file, and  by communicating 

student absence and/or lateness 

on a timely basis. Your 

cooperation to ensure your 

childôs safety by communicating 

all lates/absences to the office is 

appreciated. 

  
Attendance & Punctuality 

The Ministry of Education 

states that it is the responsibility 

of each parent to ensure that 

his/her child ñbe in attendance 

and at scheduled activities on 

time and with the proper 

materials required for full 

participation.ò Regular and 

punctual attendance is vital to 

the process of learning; students 

who are habitually late 

experience disruption in their 

learning and, disrupt the 

learning of others. Your 

cooperation  to support daily, 

timely attendance, and the 

development of positive work 

related  habits and, student 

learning skills  is appreciated.  

 
Students Leaving School Early 

In the event your child  is 

required to be dismissed from 

school outside of the regular 

dismissal time, please send a 

signed and dated note to the 

classroom teacher indicating 

this request. Children requesting 

to leave the school without 

permission from a 

parent/guardian will not be 

permitted to do so. 

Parents/guardians picking up 

their child(ren) early are 

required to report to the main 

office to sign their child out and 

wait for the office to contact the 

classroom teacher for dismissal 

of the student to the office. For 

safety and tracking purposes, 

students will not be dismissed 

directly from class without 

contact from the office. 

Please keep the office informed 

of any changes in established 

pick-up arrangements, e.g., 

someone other than the 

regularly scheduled pick up 

person is picking up your child. 

Your ongoing cooperation in 

support of student safety is 

appreciated. 

 
Dismissal of Students 

Pick ðup by Parent/Caregiver 
A reminder to parents/guardians 
meeting their child(ren) at 
dismissal, please meet your 
child outside of the school at the 
exit doors.  
Please note, in support of safety,  
the doors at the sides of the 
school are locked throughout 
the day. The door at the back of 
the school is opened at recess 
for student access to the 
washroom and/or office.   
Putting safety first, students 
have been instructed not to open 
the door to allow entry to 
visitors. Your cooperation in 
supporting this instruction is 
appreciated.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to 
Father Francis McSpiritt 

 
Individuals wishing to enter the 
school are requested to enter 
through the main front doors 
and be welcomed into our 
school through the main office.  



 
Kiss ôN Ride   Parking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Father  Francis McSpiritt 

there are two driveways to 

accommodate student safe 

arrival.  At the front of the 

school, there is a  bus lane, 

reserved specifically for school 

bus drop off and pick up of 

students.  

Kiss óN Ride, reserved for 

parent/guardian drop off  and 

pick up of their child(ren) is 

located at the West side of the 

school.  

Parents are asked to drive right 

up to the stop sign where staff 

will supervise student drop 

off/pick up.  

Please note, in the interest of 

safety, staff has been instructed 

not to open/close car doors 

and/or assist children in and/or 

out of  vehicles. Should your 

child require support to 

enter/exit your vehicle, please 

consider using the visitor 

parking lot adjacent to the Kiss 

óN Ride. Your attention to 

directing your child to cross at 

the front of the Kiss óN Ride 

and to avoid crossing between  

vehicles will support safe 

crossing practices for all.  

Please note,  Parking Control 

will issue tickets to the owners 

of vehicles parked in the fire 

route and to unauthorized 

individuals who have parked in 

the parking lot at the west side  

of the school. Thank you in 

advance for your cooperation.  

Walkers 
Please continue to instruct your 
child regarding safe passage to 
school; e.g., at signed locations, 
walking with a buddy,  and to 
always watch out for vehicles. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Transportation Eligibility 
Transportation is provided for 
students who reside more than 
the following distances by road, 
path or walkway from the 
school they are eligible to 
attend.  
Kindergarten  1.0 km 
Grades 1 ï 4  1.6 km 
Grades 5 ï 6 2.0 km 
Grades 7 -8 3.2 km 
Secondary 4.8 km 
Please note that all eligible 
students will be issued a bus 
card which must be attached to 
their backpack handle.  
Parent/student information 
packages are enclosed  with this 
newsletter for eligible riders. 
Staff will be reviewing bus 
expectations with the students 
and parent/guardian(s) are 
encouraged to review and 
reinforce the expectations to 
support safe transportation for 
all.  
 
ôCourtesy Seatõ  Bus Policy 

  

The óCourtesy Seatô Bus Policy  
is coordinated and administered 
through the school to consider  
parent / guardian requests for 
students who are not eligible for 
transportation to be considered 
for permission to ride the bus 
under the Courtesy Seat Policy.  
Applications for this request 
should be directed to the 
Principal outlining the reason 
for the request and the existing 
stop location required. Please 
note, Courtesy Seat riders must 
use an existing stop 
locationéno new stops will be 
added. Courtesy Seat 

applications that are approved, 
must be  signed and returned to 
the office for transportation to 
commence effective as of 
October 1, 2009.  
 

Medical 
Please continue to keep us 
informed around any medical 
needs that may impact upon 
your childôs learning.  
Requests to store and distribute 
medication at school will be 
considered when the appropriate 
medical forms (available in the 
office) have been completed by 
a physician.  
 

Head Injury 
Whenever a student receives a 

bump/injury to the head, it is 

Board policy that we inform 

parents. We will make every 

attempt to notify you, even 

when it is a very minor head  

bump/injury.  

  Sabrinaõs Law 
    Allergy 

Awareness Alert 
A number of 

students in our school have a 
severe, life threatening allergy 
to peanut and/or  other products.  
Please help to reduce the risk of 
an anaphylactic reaction for 
students by sending non-peanut 
products to school  with your  
child. 
To assist with keeping our 
school safe,   additional 
communication identifying  
anaphylactic allergens will be 
shared with parents/guardians  
of children in classrooms where 
the allergen is noted.  
For health & safety reasons, 
please do not send in food to be 
shared with other students.  In 
the event of classroom 
celebrations which involve the 
sharing of food, a óPermission 
to Participateô form will be sent 
home prior to the classroom 
celebration.  
We thank you for your efforts in 
trying to make this a safer 
environment for all. 



Visitors 
In support  of óthe health & 
safety of all students, visitors to 
the school are expected to report 
to the office upon arrival to sign 
in and obtain a óVisitorôs Passô.  
Please note, staff has been 
instructed to request all persons 
not wearing a visitorôs pass to 
return to the office to obtain  
one. Please remember, to your 
child or your childôs friends you 
may not be considered a 
stranger, however to all others 
you are. Your cooperation in 
helping to keep our school safe 
is appreciated. 
 

Emergency Evacuation Drills 
As required, Father Francis 
McSpiritt  staff and students 
will participate  in  3 
Emergency Evacuation Fire 
Drills in each of the Fall & 
Spring terms.  
In addition we will also be 
practicing our Lock Down Drill  
during the month of September 
and again in the Spring term.  
Please note that during a 
practice of the Lock Down 
Drill, a sign will be posted on 
the front door and  all doors will 
be locked until the completion 
of  the drill.  
In support of safety, teachers 
will prepare the students in 
advance of the drills to ensure 
that the students respond 
appropriately in the event of an 
emergency. Note: In the event 
of an evacuation, the Primary 
Emergency Evacuation Site for 
Father Francis McSpiritt is Red 
Willow Public School.  
 

Crossing Guard 
Please note, the Crossing Guard 
hours for the  Cotrelle & Red 
Willow intersection  have been 
confirmed as: 
7:45 ï 8:45 a.m 
No Lunch Crossing Available 
2:40 ï 3:45 p.m. 
Please instruct your child to 
cross with the Crossing Guard if 
they use this intersection when 
walking to school.  

 
Street Proofing  
Your Child ð 
Some Tips 
Continue to 
remind your 

children to never 
go anywhere without  
your permission and not talk  to, 
or take anything from a 
óstrangerô.  You have to teach 
them who a 'safe contactô 
stranger is in case they need 
help. This might include a 
police officer, a fire fighter, a 
Block Parent, teacher, etc., 
Develop a 'what if' game for 
your children, to get them 
thinking of how they would 
respond if they felt threatened or 
afraid. Know who your children 
play with and where they go. 
This includes keeping a list of 
their friend's addresses and 
phone numbers. Encourage your 
child to use a buddy system 
instead of walking alone. Know 
the route that your children take 
to and from school, and tell 
them to go directly home, or to 
their babysitter after school.  If 
possible, go with your child to 
the bus stop and meet them 
when they return from school.   
(reference- Peel Police) 
 
Bikes, Rollerblades,  Skateboards, 

Healies 
 

 
Bicycle Safety: 
 
 
1. Walk bicycles on school 
 property. 
2. Lock bicycles in the 

bicycle  rack at the front 
East side of the school  

3. Obey all bicycle safety 
 rules. 
4. The bicycle racks are out 
 of  bounds during 
 recess times. 
 

         In the interest of     
       safety, Roller   

 blades, Healies, 
and/or shoes with 

roller balls on the bottom, 
scooters and skateboards are not 
permitted at school.   
 

Co-Curricular Activities  
at Father Francis McSpiritt  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff at Father Francis McSpiritt 
school voluntarily offer a range 
of co-curricular enhancements 
for the students to participate in,  
e.g., sports, dance, School 
Council, Safety Patrollers, 
Student Helpers, committees,  
Charitable Outreach Initiatives, 
etc.  
Students interested in applying 
and/or trying out for 
teams/committees  will be 
required to seek parent/guardian 
approval before participating.  
General requirements for 
student participation support  a 
focus on academics first. 
Students who try out for 
committees and/or teams are 
required to fulfill  academic and  
behavioural expectations to 
maintain membership.  
Regular participation/attendance 
is expected, and as with all 
activities, the School and 
Catholic Code of Conduct apply 
to on and off site activities.   
In support of self-advocacy & 
initiative, students encountering 
difficulties are encouraged to 
speak to their teacher and/or 
coach to work out a plan to 
support their continued 
involvement. We look forward 
to this new year, of working 
with students to enhance 
leadership and committee 
membership opportunities.  

 
Personal Electronic Devices  

As part of our efforts to promote 
and maintain a positive Catholic 
climate in our schools, the 
Board Personal Electronic 
Devises (PED) Policy highlights 



the following:   
All PEDs must be kept out of 
sight, turned off and not used 
within school premises or 
during school-sanctioned 
activities.  To prevent the loss or 
damage of PEDs, we encourage 
students to leave their PEDs at 
home as the school cannot 
assume  responsibility  for the 
safekeeping of   these devices.  
As well, expensive items, e.g.,   
jewellery, and /or items of 
sentimental value should not  be 
brought  to school.  
Responsibility for the care and 
safe keeping  of valuable items 
is best managed within the 
home.  
Parental support is greatly 
appreciated 
 

Internet Safety 
The Internet highway has 
opened up a whole new 
opportunity for our children to 
travel.  Help to keep your child 
safe on their journey. Go ósiteô 
seeing with them; ensure that 
the site visited is appropriate; 
ensure that your  child never 
gives out personal information 
and/or agrees to meet with any 
of their contacts without 
parent/guardian permission.  
Please continue to monitor and 
reinforce  safe and  appropriate 
use of the Internet.  
 
 

Telephone Calls 
In an effort to  keep our phone 
lines clear and reduce 
disruptions to the learning 
environment,  with the 
exception of an emergency 
and/or illness, etc.,  students 
will not be called to the office to 
take, or be permitted to make,  a 
telephone call. Thank you in 
advance for your support.  
 

Desks 
Students are reminded that  
desks remain the property of the 
school and may be entered 
without  permission. 
At all times, students are 

expected to  store only such  
content that is consistent with 
our Catholic faith values in their 
desks.  
 

Lunch Delivery  
Student lunches may be dropped 
off on the table outside the main 
school office. To avoid 
confusion, please ensure your 
childôs name is clearly  
indicated on their lunch. 
Students will be called to the 
office to pick up their lunch at 
the 11:45 a.m., lunch dismissal 
time.  
 

Family Barbecue & Meet the 
Teacher Night 
Come Visit Us! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
On Wednesday, September 30, 
the Father Francis McSpiritt  
School community is invited to 
participate in a family barbecue 
and ómeet the teacherô 
curriculum night.  
The barbecue will run from 5:00 
- 6:30 p.m.  followed by a 
óWelcome Backô Celebration 
and classroom visitations.  
Please look for the order form to 
come home soon.    
Order forms received into the 
office will be returned prior to 
the barbecue and will act as 
your food voucher.  A limited 
supply of food and beverages 
will be available for purchase on 
site. Your help as a volunteer 
during the evening would be 
greatly appreciated. Please call 
the office or send a note with 
your child to indicate your 
availability to help out.   
 

Student Accident Insurance 
Forms 

As required by the Education 
Act and the Ministry of 
Education, the Dufferin-Peel 
Catholic District School Board 
annually provides parents with 

information about cost-effective 
student accident insurance 
coverage via student courier.   
Although enrolment is 
voluntary, the board encourages 
parents to take advantage of the 
inexpensive insurance coverage, 
especially if their child/children 
participate in sports, 
excursions/field trips, or, if 
parents do not have dental 
insurance coverage.   Enrolment 
is required in writing so there 
are two options for enrolment:  
Complete the traditional form  
and mail it directly to: 
Reliable, or, photocopy the  
form and fax it to Reliable Life  
at: 
1-905-522-7211 or 1-800-463- 
KIDS (5437).    
ñParents alone have the right to   
insure their children. " 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Emergency Lunchroom Supervisor 

Required 
We are looking for an 
Emergency Lunchroom 
Supervisor to help out with 
student lunch supervision duties  
in the event the regular 
Lunchroom Supervisor is 
absent. A criminal reference 
check is required. Please contact 
the office if you are interested in 
this position.  

 
Father Francis McSpiritt School 

Council 
 

Ontario Regulation 
612 states that 
every school must 

hold elections for 
School Council within the first 
30 days of school. We are 
currently in the process of 
organizing our election 
information. 
Please look for  more 
information to follow regarding    




